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A round-up of key policy changes from the past seven days — 06 March 2023

New Science and Technology framework launched
¢ Prime Minister Rishi Sunak and Technology Secretary Michelle Donelan have launched the
new Science and Technology Framework, which is Government’s plan to cement the UK’s
place as a science and technology superpower by 2030.
e The Government has identified five key technologies that it sees as most critical to the UK:
o Artificial Intelligence (Al) — machines that perform tasks normally performed by human
intelligence, especially when the machines learn from data how to do those tasks
o Engineering biology — the application of rigorous engineering principles to the design
of biological systems
o Future telecommunications — evolutions of the infrastructure for digitised data and
communications
o Semiconductors — a class of electronic materials with unique properties that sit at the
heart of the devices and technology we use every day
o Quantum technologies — devices and systems which rely on quantum mechanics, to
provide capabilities that ‘classical’ machines cannot
e ltis the first major piece of work from the newly created Department for Science, Innovation
and Technology and will looks to put the UK at the forefront of global science and technology

this decade through 10 key actions:

o ldentifying, pursuing and achieving strategic advantage in the technologies that are most




critical to achieving UK objectives
o Showcasing the UK’s S&T strengths and ambitions at home and abroad to attract talent
and investment
o Boosting private and public investment in research and development for economic
growth and better productivity
o Building on the UK'’s talent and skills base
o Financing innovative science and technology start-ups and companies
o Capitalising on the UK Government’s buying power to boost innovation and growth
through public sector procurement
o Shaping the global science and tech landscape through strategic international
engagement, diplomacy and partnerships
o Ensuring researchers have access to the appropriate physical and digital infrastructure
for R&D that attracts talent, investment and discoveries
o Leveraging post-Brexit freedoms to create pro-innovation regulation and influence global
technical standards
o Creating a pro-innovation culture throughout the UK’s public sector to improve the way
public services run
e The delivery of this new Framework will begin immediately with an initial raft of projects, worth
around £500 million in new and existing funding.
e The National Science and Technology Council will review the list of key technologies annually —
although there will be a high bar to major change given the need for long-term planning.

e The full Science and Technology Framework can be viewed here.

Proposals for increase in bus services in outer London

e Transport for London (TfL) has launched four consultations that propose extensions of routes to
key growth areas or town centres, and more direct and frequent services, in the following
areas: Brent Cross, Harold Wood/Upminster, Stonebridge Park and Tooting.

e The consultations include extending the 79 bus route to Stonebridge Park and beyond, and
extending the 497 route from Harold Wood to Upminster to create a direct link.

e Further enhancements are planned for Brent, with proposals to redesign buses routes around
Wembley Park and Stadium to support new development in the area due to be published in the
coming weeks. TfL is also continuing work on plans for further expansion across outer London,

including in Southall and Haringey.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-science-and-technology-framework/the-uk-science-and-technology-framework
https://tfl.gov.uk/info-for/media/press-releases/2023/march/tfl-sets-out-further-new-proposals-for-more-than-400-000km-increase-in-buses-services-in-outer-london?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Eembeddedtimeline%7Ctwterm%5Escreen-name%3ALDN_pressoffice%7Ctwcon%5Es1

e The proposed increase in services comes as boroughs prepare for the extension of the Ultra-
Low Emissions Zone (ULEZ) on 29 August 2023. The Mayor has committed to adding more
than one million kilometres to outer London’s bus network.

e The four consultations can be found using the links below:

o Brent Cross buses — proposed changes to routes 102, 189, 210, 232, 266, 316, 326 and
Cil1

o Alperton and Stonebridge Park — Proposed changes to bus routes 79 and 83

o Harold Wood and Upminster — proposed changes to bus routes 346, 347 and 497

o Route 315 extension to Springfield Hospital

Chris Skidmore launches Mission Zero coalition

e Former Energy Minister and Conservative MP Chris Skidmore has announced the launch of his
“Mission Zero” coalition. Mr Skidmore was tasked with producing the Government’s Review of
Net Zero, to which LCCI submitted a response.

e Mr Skidmore said the new coalition would take in the views of green businesses leaders,
community groups, local councils, academics, and other stakeholders as it works to deliver 10
separate reports on how to decarbonise specific sectors of the economy. The coalition will also
look to provide details on policies that will support the recommendations contained in the
Review of Net Zero.

e The coalition initially plans to establish four 'networks' — a local network, an industry network, a
buildings network, and a solar network. Each of which would be tasked with drawing up a report

on their policy area for publication in the autumn.

Changes made to Procurement Bill after LCCI input

e The Government has made changes to the Procurement Bill, acknowledging barriers to
accessing funds for Small and Medium Sized Enterprises (SMES). This follows the publication
of the London Chamber of Commerce and Industry (LCCI) Report titled ‘Ethnic Diversity In
Business: Removing Barriers’. The paper highlighted the need to remove all barriers that
impede business success.

e Following discussions, the Cabinet Office has decided to make changes to its Procurement Bill
to ensure a level-playing field for businesses of all sizes to compete for public sector work.

e The Government will include a specific duty on contracting authorities to have regard to the
particular barriers facing SMEs in the bill. This includes strengthening prompt payment with
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https://www.londonchamber.co.uk/news-and-insights/news/press-releases/government-removes-procurement-barriers-after-lond/

30-day payment terms applying contractually throughout the public sector supply chain and
reducing unnecessary costs on businesses. This will be ensured by preventing contracting
authorities from requiring insurance relating to the performance of the contract to be in place

prior to award.

LCCI outlines Budget asks
e LCCl is calling on Chancellor Jeremy Hunt to address four key issues in the upcoming Spring
Budget which plague the British economy. These are:

o Energy hedging scheme for SMEs — LCCI proposes a sandbox approach with the
participation of the Government where detailed proposals would be worked up within
eight weeks. An energy hedging scheme would allow large numbers of small businesses
to join government-backed fixed rate energy schemes, providing energy bill stability

o Relief for SMEs

= There needs to be clarity over future government support with energy costs.

= Business rates relief / reform — smaller businesses have less scope to offset
business rates and other costs

= R&D tax reliefs for SMEs — The changes made to the Research & Development
Expenditure Credit (RDEC) in the Autumn Statement will pose challenges to
SMEs. With reduced access, many SMEs may struggle to secure adequate
funding to progress R&D and ultimately new UK based innovations

o Return of VAT rebate for overseas shoppers and exhibitors — The Chancellor should
reintroduce the VAT Retail Export Scheme (RES). There is evidence that luxury
shopping by overseas visitors is shifting from London to over destinations such as Paris
and Milan. There must be also clarity on the offsetting of VAT rules for overseas
exhibitors to ensure that all UK exhibition centres maintain their international competitive
advantage

o Long-term investment in skills infrastructure and reform of the apprenticeship
levy — It is imperative the Government prioritises upskilling and implements long term
skills investment. The Apprenticeship Levy is also in vital need of reform to enable
businesses to make the most of this progressive scheme.

e Further information can be found here.

If you have any queries, please contact the LCCI Policy Team at policy@londonchamber.co.uk.
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